
Ticket to Ride® World Championship 

Official Rules

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.
OPEN TO INDIVIDUALS 18 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER AT THE TIME OF 
THEIR FIRST QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT.

1. Introduction 
The Ticket to Ride World Championship (”Championship”) consists of a series of 
tournaments to be held from August 2009 to June 2010, whose purpose is to determine a 
single Ticket to Ride World Champion through play in local Qualifying Tournaments; 
National or Regional Tournaments in selected countries; and the World Championship 
Tournament.

The Championship is sponsored by Days of Wonder, Inc. 2215-B Renaissance Drive, 
Suite 5 Las Vegas, NV 89119 (the “Sponsor”). 

One (1) Ticket to Ride WORLD CHAMPION will be determined by a series of 
competitive Ticket To Ride board game tournaments.  All prize winners will be 
determined exclusively on the basis of their skill in playing the Ticket to Ride board 
game.

ONE (1) GRAND PRIZE TRIP FOR TWO ABOARD THE ORIENT-EXPRESS™ 
TRAIN LINE FROM LONDON TO VENICE WILL BE AWARDED TO THE WORLD 
CHAMPION.

This Championship is subject to federal, state, local, provincial, municipal, and territorial 
laws and regulations.

2. Timing 
The Qualifying tournaments begin in August, 2009 and will be held in various locations 
and countries until qualifiers from participating countries are determined.  The World 
Championship event will be held in June 2010 in or around Paris, France. 

3. Eligibility 
The Championship is open to players who are at least 18 years of age at the date of their 
first qualifying tournament participation. Players must be a citizen or legal resident of the 
country or region in which the qualifier is being held.  Players may be required to prove 
their citizenship and/or residency to receive any prizes.

Employees, officers and directors of Sponsor, Sponsor’s distributors, vendors, and 
contractors, their respective related companies, and immediate family (defined as parents, 
spouse, children, siblings and grandparents) and household members are not eligible to 
enter. 



4. How to Enter 
A series of Qualifying Tournaments will be held in select countries throughout the world. 
A list of Qualifying Tournaments is available at www.daysofwonder.com/championship. 
This list may be updated at any time to include additional Qualifying Tournaments. 
Players must be registered with Sponsor online to enter a Qualifying Tournament and 
must attest to their eligibility and acknowledge their agreement to all the rules and 
conditions of the Championship by registering to participate online at 
http://www.daysofwonder.com/championship/.

5. Participating Nations and Regions
Seven (7) National and Regional Champions will be named from the following countries 
or regions: France, Germany, Spain, the United Kingdom, Poland, the Benelux Countries 
(Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg) and North America (United States and Canada). 
Each National or Regional Champion will be invited to play in the World Championship 
in June, 2010. The 2nd place player in the North American region will also be invited to 
the World Championship.  Players must be citizens or legal residents of the country or 
region in which they are playing to be eligible for the National or World Championship.

6. Championship Tournament Formats
The tournament formats for Qualifying, National and World Championship Tournaments 
will be determined by Sponsor and/or Tournament Managers and will be available in 
advance of the tournament on the Sponsor Tournament web pages. The Tournament 
format may be adjusted or modified solely at the discretion of Sponsor or the Tournament 
Manager. Tournaments will be played on a variety of games from the Ticket to Ride 
series, which may or may not include, Ticket to Ride, Ticket to Ride Europe, Ticket to 
Ride Märklin, Ticket to Ride USA 1910,  or Ticket to Ride Europa 1912.

7. Local Qualifying Tournament Prizes
Local Tournament winners will be awarded the following:

- an invitation to compete in the National or Regional Championship event; 
- a First Place Tournament Plaque
- one (1) Gold-plated Ticket to Ride Score Marker
-  North American Championship Qualifiers will receive an invitation to Alan 
Moon’s Gathering of Friends in Columbus Ohio.

The 2nd place finisher will receive the following:
- First Alternate to the National Championship if winner is unable to attend
- one (1) Silver-plated Ticket to Ride Score Marker

The 3rd place finisher will receive the following:
- Second Alternate to the National Championship if first two cannot attend
- one (1) Bronze Ticket to Ride Score Marker

The 4th place finisher is the Third Alternate to the National Championship if the first 3 
cannot attend.



Sponsor may, in its sole and absolute discretion, award additional invitations to National 
or Regional Championships to the 2nd, or 3rd place finishers in a Local Qualifying 
Tournament.

Qualifiers will receive reimbursement for some of their travel costs to their National or 
Regional Championship. The amount of reimbursement varies depending on country or 
region that they qualify from and will be paid out only after qualifying player participates 
in the Nationals or Regionals, and provides Sponsor with receipts for their travel. 
Reimbursement will only be paid for actual expenses incurred and the player must 
provide. The reimbursement limit for each region or country will be posted on the 
tournament description page for each National or Regional Championship.

Determinations regarding eligibility, compliance with game rules, compliance with 
tournament rules, and compliance with other rules and regulations related to the 
Championship will be made by Sponsor and/or Tournament Managers in their sole and 
absolute discretion and whose decisions are acknowledged by participants to be final, 
conclusive and binding.

8. National or Regional Championship Prizes
The National or Regional Champions will receive:

- An invitation to complete in the World Championship in Paris, France;
- Train or Airfare (at Sponsor’s discretion) and hotel accommodations (two star 

hotel designated by Sponsor) for one (1) from their home city to Paris for the 
World Championship event;

- one (1) National Champion Trophy; and
- A custom, boxed set of 45 Gold plated Ticket to Ride trains, plus matching 

scoring marker.
- National and Regional Champion prizes have an approximate retail value of 

$3,000.
The 2nd Place finisher receives:

- one (1) 2nd Place Trophy;
- A custom, boxed set of 45 Silver plated Ticket to Ride trains, plus matching 

scoring marker; and
- The right to serve as 1st alternate to represent his or her nation or region at the 

World Championship if National Champion is unable or unwilling to go, in which 
case, the second place finisher will receive the transportation and benefits 
described above.

- The 2nd place finisher prize will have an approximate retail value of either $200 or 
$2,700 (depending on whether the 2nd place finisher participates in the World 
Championship event).

3rd Place receives:
- one (1) 3rd Place Trophy;
- A custom, boxed set of 45 Bronze plated Ticket to Ride trains, plus matching 

scoring marker; and 
- The right to serves as the 2nd alternate to represent his or her nation or region at 



the World Championship if National Champion and the 1st Alternate are unable or 
unwilling to go.

- The 3rd place finisher prize will have an approximate retail value of either $150 or 
$2,650 (depending on whether the 3rd place finisher participates in the World 
Championship event).

In North America, both the winner and 2nd place finisher will qualify for the World 
Championships. If either or both of the Winner and 2nd place finisher from North America 
are unable or unwilling to attend the World Championships, then first the 3rd and then 
the 4th place finisher will be offered the opportunity to serve as alternates.

9. World Championship Prizes 
The World Champion will receive:
- A Grand Prize trip for two on the legendary Orient-Express luxury train ride from 

London to Venice;
- Hotel accommodations for two in London and Venice for 2 nights in each city, prior 

to and after the Orient-Express train ride;
- Travel by either air or rail from their home city to London and from Venice; and
- World Championship Trophy.
This prize has an approximate retail value of $15,000 - $20,000, depending on where the 
winner resides.  The World Champion may, at his or her sole discretion, choose to 
substitute their travel prize for a cash prize of $10,000.

The 2nd Place player receives:
- One (1) 2nd Place World Championship Trophy.

The 3rd Place player receives:
- One (1) 3rd Place World Championship Trophy.

10. For all prizes
Winners are solely responsible for all federal, state, and local, provincial, territorial, and 
municipal taxes and other fees associated with prize receipt and use. No other 
substitution, assignment or transfer of prizes permitted, except as noted above, or by 
Sponsor, who reserves the right to substitute a prize with another prize of greater or equal 
value if prize cannot be awarded as stated. Sponsor will withhold and/or report taxes as 
required by the applicable law of Sponsor's jurisdiction and winner's jurisdiction.

11. Publicity
Except where prohibited, participation in any Regional, National or World Championship 
event constitutes consent to Sponsor's use of participant's name, likeness, voice, opinions, 
hometown and country for promotional purposes in any media without further payment 
or consideration. 

12. General Conditions
Sponsor reserves the right to cancel or modify the Championships if fraud, technical 
failures or any other factor beyond their reasonable control impairs the integrity of the 



Championship, as determined by Sponsor in their sole discretion. In such event, Sponsor 
reserves the right to award the prize at random from among the eligible participants up to 
the time of the impairment. Sponsor reserves the right in their sole discretion to 
disqualify any individual they find to be cheating, tampering with the entry process or the 
operation of the Championship or to be acting in violation of these Official Rules or any 
other promotion, or in an unsportsmanlike or disruptive manner. Any attempt by any 
person to deliberately damage Sponsor's web site or undermine the legitimate operation 
of this Championship may be a violation of criminal and civil laws and, should such an 
attempt be made, Sponsor reserves the right to seek damages from any such person to the 
fullest extent permitted by law. Sponsor's failure to enforce any term of these Official 
Rules shall not constitute a waiver of that provision.

13. Release
By participating in this Championship and/or receipt of any prize, participant agrees to 
release and hold harmless Sponsor, Tournament Manager(s), and their respective related 
companies, franchisees, and each of their respective officers, directors, employees and 
agents from and against any claim or cause of action arising out of participation in the 
Championship or receipt or use of any prize. 

14. Limitations of Liability
Sponsor is not responsible for and participant hereby releases Sponsor from any claims 
arising from: (1) technical failures of any kind, including but not limited to the 
malfunctioning of any telephone, computer, network, hardware or software; (2) the 
unavailability or inaccessibility of any service; (3) unauthorized human intervention in 
any part of the entry process or the Championship; (4) electronic or human error which 
may occur in the administration of the Championship or the processing of entries; or (5) 
any injury or damage to persons or property, including but not limited to entrant's 
computer, which may be caused, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, from entrant's 
participation in the Championship or from downloading any material from Sponsor's web 
site(s), regardless of whether the material was prepared by any Sponsor or a third party, 
and regardless of whether the material is connected to a Sponsor's web site by a hypertext 
link. No more than one National or World Champion Prize is guaranteed to be awarded. 
In event that production, technical, seeding, programming or any other reasons cause 
more than stated number of prizes as set forth in these Official Rules to be available and/
or claimed Sponsor reserves the right to award only the stated number of prizes by a 
random drawing among all legitimate, unawarded, eligible prize claims.

15. Disputes
Entrant agrees that: (1) any and all disputes, claims, and causes of action arising out of or 
connected with this Championship or any prizes awarded shall be resolved individually, 
without resort to any form of class action, and exclusively by the United States District 
Court for the Northern District of California or the appropriate California State Court 
located in Santa Clara County, California, U.S.A.; (2) any and all claims, judgments and 
awards shall be limited to actual out-of-pocket costs incurred, including costs associated 
with entering this Championship but in no event attorneys' fees; and (3) under no 
circumstances will entrant be permitted to obtain awards for and entrant hereby waives 



all rights to claim punitive, incidental and consequential damages and any other damages, 
other than for actual out-of-pocket expenses, and any and all rights to have damages 
multiplied or otherwise increased. SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE 
LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY FOR INCIDENTAL OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. All 
issues and questions concerning the construction, validity, interpretation and 
enforceability of these Official Rules, or the rights and obligations of the entrant or 
Sponsor in connection with the Contest, shall be governed by, and construed in 
accordance with, the laws of the State of California, U.S.A. without giving effect to any 
choice of law or conflict of law rules (whether of the State of California, U.S.A. or any 
other jurisdiction), which would cause the application of the laws of any jurisdiction 
other than the State of California, U.S.A. All federal, state, and local laws and regulations 
apply.

16. Data Collection
Sponsor collects personal information from you when you enter the Championship. The 
information collected is subject to the Privacy Policy (http://www.daysofwonder.com/en/
about/privacy/).

17. Winner's List/Official Rules
A list of winners of the National/Regional and World Champions will be published on 
www.daysofwonder.com no later than 30 days after the conclusion of each tournament. 
For the name, city and state of the Grand Prize winner and/or a set of Official Rules, send 
a self addressed, stamped envelope to "Ticket to Ride World Championship" c/o DOW 
Games Inc. 334 State Street, Suite 203, Los Altos, CA 94022. Requests for winner's list 
must be received by September 30, 2010. VT and Canadian residents may exclude return 
postage.


